Summary.- In the 44wt section A£ 48 argued that Catastrophe Theony

i85 not a twe "Theony" in the classdical sense, rathern £ Looks Like a
"waradigm" in Kuhn's sense. The proog consists in analysing Lhe $0cdo-
Logical (betten social) and the philosophical (bettern ideclogical)
aspects of the controvernsy about Thom's and Zeeman's wornks. Thus in the
second section £t A5 showed that Thom's views are grneatly unconventio-
nal and opposed ty Zhe wsual opinions and sclentigic praciice shared

by mathematicilans, mainly regarding the independence cf mathematics fgrom
the natural sciences. Moreoven the paradigm o4 catastrhophe implies mafor
modigications in bilology, Linguistics and mathematical physics. In the
third  section the histornical process of the algebraization of mathema-
tics, necalling alkso the binth of quantum mechanics,is presented Lo
stness the nesemblance between Thom and Poincare, Voltera, Weyl,
Einstein, Schnodingen. However Thom cannot be confined in the image 04
mathematicians out o4 date, rathen he should nemembern o us that Lt As
necessany to crniticdze now again and Lo supersede the main rnesults of

the necasting of sclence between the wans.



