
Summary. - In;the. 6À.M:t M.c.Uon .i..:t iJ., Mgued ;tha:t Ca..ta.!>:tJz.ophe TheoJty

iJ., no:t a :tJtue "TheoJty" .<.rt :the ctlU~-i-C.a..l .oe~ e, Jta:theJt .i..:t loo/1.6 uke a

"paJt.alUgm" -i-n Kuhn'~ ~e~e. The pJto06 c.o~iJ.,u -i-n aMly~-i-ng ;the ~oc..<.o­

lO'1-i-c.a..l (be:t:teJt McA.a1i and ;the philoMph-i.C.al Ibe:t:teJt -i-deo.tog-i-c.al),.

IUpern 06;the c.oY!:tJtoVeMY about. Thom' ~ and Zeeman' ~ woJt/1.6. ThM -i-n ;the.

~ec.ond ~ec.tion.i..:t iJ., ~howed ;tha:t Thom' ~ v-i-ew~ Me gJtea:t.e.y unc.onventio­

nal and oppo.oed:to ;the MuM op-i-rU.o~ and ~c..<.e.ntin-<-c. pJtac.tic.e ~hMe.d

by mme.matiUa~, munly Jte.gMd-Ì-ng :the. -i-nde.pe.ndenc.e o6 mme.mati~ 6Jtom

;the na:tuJtal ~Uenc.u. MOJte.oveJt ;the paJt.alUgm 06 c.a..ta.!>:tJtophe. -i-mpuu majott

mod-Ì-n-<-c.atio~ -i-n b-i-o.togy, unguiJ.,U~ and ma;the.matic.al phy~-i-~. In;the

:th-Ùr.d uc.Uon:the w:toJt-i.c.al pJtoc.u~ 06 :the alge.bJtuza:t-<-on 06 mmema­

U~, Jtec.a..lUng aUo ;the. bVr.;th 06 quan:tum mec.harU.~,iJ., pJtue.n:ted :to

~:tJtu~ :the. Jtuem6lanc.e 6e:tween Thom and Po-i-nc.Mé, VoUeNu1., Weyl,

E-i-~:te.<.rl, Sc.hJtiid-Ì-ngeJt. HoweveJt Thom c.anno:t be. c.onn-<-ned -i-n ;the -i-mage 06

mme.matiUa~ aut. 06 da:te., Jta:theJt he. ~hould JtemembeJt :to M ;tha:t .i..:t iJ.,

ne.c.u~MY :to ~Ùe. now agun and :to ~upeMede :the mUn JtuulU 06

:the Jtec.lUung 06 ~ue.nc.e be:tween ;the ~.


