
PREFACE

Thcsc notes contai n a written vcrSIOIl DC a series DC lccturcs on criticai metri{:s un
symplcctic and contad manifolds dclivcrcd al the Ulliversity oC Lec,?c, 6-16 July 1990.
Tbc COIlt.~lIt or thesc lceturcs is a sludy or Ricmallllian melrics whicb are critic<J. poillts
or various functionals dcfincci on variOllS sJJaces DC mctriOi, cspecial;y those associatcù to
a. symplcctic or contact structure anci is bascd for thc most purl on some oC thc author's
work aucl joint work in this area over thc last fcw l'cars.

Thc author woulci !ike lo takc this opportullity f,) tllank the Univcrsit} d; Lecce ami
espccially Professar Domenico Pcrronc far their ki! ! ~J1\'ilation, support amI hospitality.
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