ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I thank dr. Nalan Kiziltan, linguist at Ondokuz Mayis University (Turkey) and the
University of Salento (Italy) for her careful editing of this book. A very special
thank also to my son Jacopo who asked me some very interesting questions
pertaining to some of the problems treated in this book, and to my daughter Lara,
whose stuffed dog, called “Poppolo”, inspired me when I was troubled by some
further philosophical questions. A big “thank you” also to my wife Patrizia, who
was really of great help to me, taking care of the children — and of everything -
when the only thing I could think about was the present book.





