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Bob Dylan: Narrazione dell''Umanesimo paranoide americano 

 

Massimiliano Raffa  

 

 
Bob Dylan: Narration of American paranoid Humanism. Aiming to review Bob Dylan’s 
poetics discussing it outside its traditional interpretative paths — which use to interpret his poetry 
as a brilliant literary form of political commitment, the present video-essay argues that Dylan’s 
lyrical production has to be interpreted as individualistic and universalistic, rather than as 
communitarian and ideological.  What is claimed is that in the twentieth century, in the United 
States, cultural conditions were created that were completely similar to those of Italian 
Renaissance humanism. However, what is here called ‘the Paranoid, American Humanism’, does 
not aspire to the harmony of forms, but to their corruption, determined by the paranoid influence 
of the religious precepts introduced by the Pilgrim Fathers. It will be argued that Dylan, as well 
as the greatest American narrators of the mid-twentieth century, have debunked the great 
American narratives through such groundbreaking form of pop humanism. 
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For the first time, our journal presents a collection of short video-essays 

available on UniSalento YouTube, our Istitutional Channel 

 

 
 

This videoessay is available at https://youtu.be/sESIip73zZU?list=PLQN0Q-

K1FkmQer6_ezErjw5xRj84kqTXP 
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