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RILIEVO DELLA FIGURA DI TELEMACO
NELL'ODISSEA
Fisionomia del personaggio
e ipotesi per un modello di archetipo cognitivo

LUCIA ERRICO

Abstract — The core of this study is a formulaic representation of the character of
Telemachus in Homer’s Odyssey, illustrated through the analysis of the semantic value of
epithets and formulas which refer to concepts of wisdom, bravery, courage, judiciousness,
as well as to the sphere of physical beauty and the condition of royalty. The character traits
of Telemachus are also examined by highlighting the constant development of his clear-
cut personality, characterized by a correct fulfillment of the rules of Eevia (the
predisposition towards hospitality that emerges very clearly in the reception reserved to
Athena in the first book) and a pietas erga deos that prepares him to accept the projects of
the Goddess, whose leading role has been observed here in the evolution of Telemachus
from adolescence to maturity in search for his father who — as shown by textual evidence —
represents an existential reference and an essential model of behavior for Telemachus. The
behavioral profile of Telemachus is also outlined with reference to the Homeric
civilization as well as to the mode of representation of young people in the Homeric
Odyssey.
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